
Advanced Placement Language and Composition
Summer 2021

Mr. Taylor, taylora@wcsoh.org

Welcome to AP Lang for your 2021-2022 school year!
This summer you will read a memoir of your choosing
from the texts available at school and respond to three
online discussion prompts.

Choice Memoir Options*

When They Call You a Terrorist, Khan-Cullors and
Bandele
When Breath Becomes Air, Kalanithi
 Educated, Westover
Quiet, Cain
A Long Way Gone, Beah
I Can’t Date Jesus, Arceneaux
H is for Hawk, Macdonald
The Fox Hunt, Al Samawi
Shout, Anderson
Memorial Drive, Trethewey
Lab Girl, Jahren
How We Fight for our Lives, Jones
(Other various titles are also available.)

*Some of these books contain mature content. You and
your family are responsible for selecting texts
commensurate with your taste, values, and sensibilities.

We will use the online discussion forum Parlay for your
summer reading responses. Your submissions are
anonymous to your classmates, so please take the
opportunity to think critically, take risks, and write what
comes to your mind for each prompt. (Don’t worry, on
my end I can see who actually wrote each response.)

As I read your responses, I will be focusing on three
important questions.

1. Do you cite direct textual evidence to
support your ideas?

a. Citing direct textual evidence is one of
the most important skills that we will
work on throughout the course. Be
sure to practice incorporating quoted
material into your own language. Try
to use only the words that are most
telling and useful as evidence.

2. Do your ideas flow with purpose and logic?
a. Before you post your responses, read

them aloud. Do they make sense to
your ear? Do sentences flow smoothly
from one to the next? One of the best
ways to help your reader understand
your logic is to use transition words
and phrases.

3. Do you pay attention to correctness and
polish?

a. Pay attention to basic rules of spelling,
capitalization, punctuation, usage, and
grammar. Don’t submit a first draft.
Take time to polish your writing.

Use your Westerville City Schools Google email login
to view and post to the online discussion forum. To get
started, go to www.parlayideas.com and use the
following codes:

1. Discussion 1 - Identity (due June 20) CODE:
LseTfKqoa

2. Discussion 2 - Close Analysis (due July 11)
CODE: G2z54a6Hx

3. Discussion 3 - Window, Mirror (due August 8)
CODE: rtPPCWc4a

How much should you write? Consider that this is a
college-level course. Your writing should be detailed
and developed. 300 words per response is a good goal to
set, but you may find that you’ll write more.

In addition to your original response, please respond to
the responses of three of your peers for each discussion
(that’s nine peer responses in total). Parlay will provide
a few sentence templates to start your peer responses.

If you have any questions or concerns, please send me
an email any time at taylora@wcsoh.org.

I look forward to seeing you all in August. But let’s not
rush things. First thing’s first: enjoy a long, restful
summer and immerse yourself in the world of a good
book.


